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ABSTRACT 



The alternatives to the tradi"|^nal in^rmediate or 
second^year courses in community colleges are t^ree studeii\t-cent|red 
plans designed for colleges with low or high enrollment of^ 
second-year Spanish students. 'Plan A is. a tworyear program of Spanish 
instruction. It cpnigists. of Spanish 101 and 102 and eight four-week 
minicoursesy including two different grammar minicourses during the 
first four weeks o.f instruction. ^ Plan JB is a two-^ , twp-and-a-half-f 
or tLree-year program. It includes Spanish 101 ^ Spanish 102^ and also 
eight four-week mini^courses. These coArses^ may be taken during, two.; 
three y or fpMT semesters. Students may choose from 12 different 
m:inicourses* Plan C is an accelaraied dne-^ one-and-a-half ^ or 
two-yeair program. It enables students to complete Spanish 103 and 
Spanish 104 J.n oile or more semesters. They could take both courses 
s|.murtaneously. Students receive credit, on completion of eight 
fourrweek liinicourses. Charts for feach plan and a. list of suggested 
minicourses are included. These, alternatives mSiy be offered in other 
languages. <Author) 
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ALTERNATIVES To'^iHE TRADITIONAL INTERMEDIATE 
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SPANISH COURSES IN COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
Sonia die Lama 
Kennedy-King College 



U.S.OEPARTMENTOF HEALTH^ 
EOUCATION « WELFAHE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OP 

EOUCATION . A 
THIS OOCUMENT MAS . B^EN REPlRO- 
OUCEO EXACTLY AS RECEIVEO FROA^ 
'THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION OftlGIN 
ATi7j6iT points of view OR OPINIONS; 
STAiTEt) 00 NOT NECESSARILY REPRE 
SEN 7^ 5^ FiClAL NATIONAL INST.I TUTE OF-i 



EOUTS'imON POSITION OR POLICY 



Among the major conca||is of dommunlty college" fore.ign Ian- y 



0 



guage departments, one of ten .finds : , . 

• a low enrollment ohd year stude.nts because of ' 

scheduling problems or early transferlng to four year 

y ' ** ^' ; 

Institutions. A ■ ^ - 

\ • 

' • a wide 'variety in students' language , abilities and / 

background. " ; > % ^ 

diversity of students' Interests, motivation, and 

^ ft 

^ expectations. ' * 

• * no special fundings or fac±ll*tles for innovating 

* ^ Coreign language programs. ^ , . • . 

. Co'ns'equently ,^most of us Who teach second languages in cogi- 
munlty .ccKLleges have to confront the difficult ^problems of how 
to. offer a full two year; program of language ins1;ructlon to as 
many st^udefits as possible;, how to arrange the content according 

to students' interest and ability; and 'how zo provide a mo"re 

■ ■■ *\. 

flexible 'scheduling of classes. . . 

In trying to solve some of these problems, I have designed . 

three student-centered plans for the intermediate or second year 
^ • ■ ^ • ' ft . 

courses.*' They are possible ways of presenting subj ect ,matt>er 
(after the fundamentals of language have been introduced in 101^ 
^and 102 courses). They may be dffered Instead of any traditionally^ 




■t ■ 



oriented program with no special facilities or- ^additional faculty 

' ..J 

or staff. .: _ ; : \, « _ „ ' i_ 

Harpful p la nn l ngj 1/^f = frn i !t - yv ^'^ ^ pf^epar^R t1 nn nf a wide rar^ g ft . "of 
rtiaterialg" ar^e essential ' to the three plans/ They require a very^ 
orderly scheduling 3of ofre^ing^ and t_he development of numerous 
mini-courses to Be used for independent studies or classroom in- 
"stiruction. Among the suggested mini-courses apollcable to any 

' • > '7 ' . < - ' * - ^ 

^alternative plan arg the fd^llowing: - 

^ • ^ . • . •. ' ■ ' 

■^'^Birsines^s Spanish 



Adv,ancfed Conversq.tion 

. 4n d Comprehension 
AdVar>ce<i Reading 



Spanish Folklore 



{ 



Advaficed Writing 
Spai^lsji for --Travelers 
Spanish. Music 
Spanish Art , 
Spanish Culinary Arts 
Current Events in the 

Spanish Speaking World 
Spanish for Nurses 

Plan A 

■■« 

Fall 



Fall 


Spring 


Spanish 




Sp anlsh 




101 




102 













Every Day Life in Spain 
Every Day Life in Latin America 
African Influence in the 

Spanish World ' 
The History of Spain 
The 'History of Latin Ail^eric^ 
The Life of HispanOs in the ^ 
Urban Areas of the Uj^ited- 
States 

• Spring 



Spanish ip3-104 
Mini-courses 

1 . Grammar 

2. Mini-course A 

3. Mini-course B 

4. /Mini-course C 



Spanish 103-104 
Mini-courses 

1 . Grammar 

2 . Mini-course D 

3 . . Mini-course E 

4. Mini-course P 



First Year' 



^Second Year-Combined- 



This alternative, is a two year program of Spanish Instr-uction 
mainly desi-grieg for college& with a very low enrollment of second 
year language students^ . It includes ^Spanish 101/ Spani^^ 102 and 
combined' Spanish 103* and Spanish lp4 class^s^^ V 

Spanish 103 and 1^4 consist of four f our^wee^ ^mini-courses,^ 
every semester, considering that '^©mesters are l6 weeks long. Two 
different grammar minircourses are offered du^^ing the first, four 
weeks of instruction, one for the Spanish 103 and one for the 
Spanish ']jf)4 students^. During the remaining 12 weeks all students 
take' the same^ three mini-courses. These may be selected accord- 
ing to the interest of the majority of . the^ student's • 

Plan B ' 



'Pall 



Fall 



ISal.l 



Spring 



Spanish 
101 ' 



Spanish 
102 



Spanish 103-104 
Grammar 
1 . Mini-course A 
^. Mini-course. B 
3. Mini-C(iJurse C 



Spanish 103-ip^ 
Grammar 
1. jyiini-course G. 
2^. Mini-course H 
3. Mini-course I 



Spring 



st Year' 



Spring 



Spanish 103-104 




Spanish 1^3-104 


tJrammar 




Grammar 


1 . ' Mini-coursg D 




1, ^ Mini-course J 


2. MiniV-course E 




2. Mini-course K 


3. Mini-course P 




3. Mini-course L 



"^Second Year-Combined^ 
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This second alte^»native is a ty/o, two and a half *;, or' three 
year program also 'designed for colleges with low enrollment of. r 
second year, students, but where they tend to remain to take as 
many courses as possibly. This plan gives students the opportunity 



to choose from a wider variety of mlni-poUrses • Jt"^ Consists of 
Spanish 101'> Spanish. 102 and ^cdnjblned Spanish 103 and Spanish 



.104 ela'sse s^. 



Students must regiiSter for 1^3 and 104 at the same time. They 
Will receive credit for both courses tipon cdmpletlon of eight 
mini-courses. Including two grammar mini-courses*, oite at the 103 
I'evel arid one at the 104 level. They 'wlil be given an incomplete 
^rade at the end of the first, second or third semester. 

Twelve different minr-^courses must ,be offered in four- consecu- 
tive semesters.^ Students must be proVide^d with the schedule of. 
mini-courses at the time of re*glstration. ^ 

Plan c - ' V. ^ 

Pall-Spring: 









) ,^ . 


f 






\ 


Spanish 




Spanish 


1-01 

4* 




102 " 



Pall-Spring 



Pirst Year' 



Spanish 103 
Grammar and' D 
1'. Mini-course A 
2. • Mini-course B' 
3- Mini-course. C 
'(3. Ind. gtudy) 




Spanish 103-104 " 
Grammar^ and D . 
1 . Mini-course'' A 
■ 2*. -Mlni-coursB B 
3. Mini-course C 
(3 Ind. Study) . ^ 










Spanish ^04 
4.^ Mini-course D 
5 / v>Mlnl-course E • 

Grammar and B 
6. • 'Mini-course P 
^ (3 Ind. Study) 




Spanish -103-:104 
^ . Mini- course D 
Grammar and A 

5. Mini-course E 

6. Minircourse P 
• (3 Irid. Study) 



Secojad Year 



Second Year-Combined 



This accelerated plan^ls a one, one and a half or two year pro 
gram d.eslgned for colleges with either low or high 'enrollment of 
second year students. It fulfills the needs jof students who ar^ 
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' ^wiiling to take lrid@^penden,t studies or two Spanish.'^ cqurses slmul- - 

,taneou3ly. ^The f le3flt)lllty of this program ena'bles stucJent s to 
* , - » . ' ^ 

\ /complete Spanish 103: and 104 In, one_ or two semesters. It could 
. be ofsfered with separate^br corrfblned 103 an^ 104 clasfees. 

Spanish 103 cdn^lsts'of four four-weeH mini-courses / Including^ 
>a grammar mlril-course . Spanish'^lO^ consists also of four fgur^ 
weefe *minl-courses! ' Students mu^t register for these two classes ■ 
at the same time. -They will rec^ve credit ^ for ^both., * IC>3 andylQ^, 
upon completion of. two grammar mini-courses and six other mini- 



courses. 

Mlnl-c©urses should be offered alternatively during four- con- 
secutive semesters and various Independent s»tudy mini-courses 
•should 'be available. "Some of these mini-courses may be, -for 

example:'' ^ ' . ^ ' ^ ' ^ ' 

1 ' Advanced Reading^ ^ * 

Advanced Writing , 

Grammar Units " ^ ■ 

J? 

\ . Creative Writing * ^ 

Advanced Conversation 

• *. - . 

Other 'four-week special i)roJects.-» ' 

« Plans B ancf C require Individual scheduling of mlnl-cours^ at. 

the time of registration and record keeping for credit purposes* 

The following form may be used:"^ ' " \* 

• * * 



ERIC 



G - 



1 



• 

SEMESTER : FALL 



SPANISH 103-l.Oil 
SCHEDUL-E OF MINI-COURSES 



YEAR 



SPR]^G;^^_2 



YEAR 



MINI-COURSE 



DAlTES DATE ^ 

FROM TO ■ OF COMPLETION 



GRADE 



Grammar 103 . 
Grammar 10^ . 
Advanced Conversation 
Advanced Reading y j 
Advanced Writing^ 
[ Spanish for Travelers 
Commercial SpaniS|h 
Spanish 'foojNursqd 




These' three "pi-ans may lead to other alternatives, according to' 
■•the length and cjdntent of ' mini-courses offered, every 'semester. I 
* -suggest four-wQ^k mini-courses because a minimum of three weeks' is 
necesskry to^ sti^dy a particular apa In depth and three or four 
class meetlngB for Introducing materials and testing. ^ , 

These kind 'of programs focus on variation for accomfnbdatlon to 
Individual student needs. They can be Implemented by any community 
college, and adapted to the tea'ching of other languages. Their ad- 



vantages ar^e-that: (a) students are able to participate in select- 

J 

ing the subject matter to be studied, (b) students can choose the 



/area in whSfch they wish to work at a particulate time and (c) stu- 
Q^.. dents can work in groups as w.ell as. Independently • The essence*. , 

. _Dr tkeflfi alternatives, to th^ tradlWonal* interrnedlate courses Is _„ 
> the teacher's initlativeAn developing mini-courses, coordinating" 
, . ' their offerings and specifying their objectives in advance and in 
detail. . / 
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